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Christian witness in the local community for over 300 years
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Acts 2:4

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
REFLECTION
Looking at old family photos one of the most striking features is the formality of the stiff poses and stylised backgrounds.  
Unsmiling wedding groups are solemnly arranged in the photographer’s studio.

Children, dressed in their best, are carefully posed but often unsmiling.
In our family album there are identical photos of the various grandchildren, aged about 3, each seated on the same stool in a local studio. These were no doubt dutifully presented to the grandparents and other relatives.
How times have changed; records of weddings include videos of the ceremony and reception celebrations; babies are photographed almost from the moment of delivery and proud grandparents now have a detailed record of the child’s progress from day to day stored on their smart phone.
The formality of the photographs from the past reflects the practices of the times; social conventions were strictly observed and children expected to be compliant and “seen and not heard”.  
Modes of address were formal, only close friends and relatives used first names and children used the prefix Aunty or Uncle to address adult friends who were not related to them.
It is now commonplace to be called by first name by anyone of passing acquaintance. 
However, these conventions were accompanied with respect and politeness some of which we have lost with the relaxing of the more rigid observations of social etiquette.
And what of the conventions of the church?
The order of our services has changed little in this century although the approach is generally much less formal than in previous times.

We have adapted the liturgy to make our worship more inclusive.
We have replaced readings from the King James Bible, loved by traditionalists with translations more understandable to modern ears.
Our prayers are made in everyday language rather than the “archaic” words of traditional prayers like the General Confession and General Thanksgiving from the book of Common Prayer.
The words of some older hymns have been adapted to “update” the language for a new generation.
But have we too lost some of the reverence and respect that was associated with long standing traditions?
Is the church no longer a special place where we come to worship?

Previous generations entered church in respectful silence, bowing their heads in prayer in preparation for worship.  Any chatting was reserved until after the service as the congregation departed.  Are we missing something?
Informality need not mean loss of reverence and devotion.
In the words of the hymn
Be still for the presence of the Lord,

The Holy One is here

Come bow before Him now,

With reverence and fear

In Him no sin is found

We stand on holy ground

Be still for the presence of the Lord,

The Holy One is here
SUNDAY SERVICES JUNE  10. 45 am

Sun  1

Morning Worship with Holy Communion
Led by Rev Daniel Cheyne
Sun   8
 
Morning Worship 
Led by Margaret Marshall
Sun 15

Morning Worship 
Led by Rev Dr Allan Smith
Sun 22

Morning Worship 
Led by Richard Gillett
Sun 29

Morning Worship
Led by Rev Robert Maloney
SUNDAY SERVICES JULY 10.45 am
Sun  6

Morning Worship with Holy Communion 




Led by Rev Daniel Cheyne
Sun 13

Morning Worship 
Led by Margaret Marshall
Sun 20 
Morning Worship 
Led by Ruth Gillett 
Sun 27

Morning Worship 
Led by Brian Cartwright
PASTORATE SERVICE 
PENTECOST
JUNE  8th 2025 6.00 pm

HORESTON GRANGE CHURCH

Prayer For Growth
God of Mission,


Who alone brings growth to your Church, 

Send your Holy Spirit to give 

Vision to our planning,

Wisdom to our actions, 

Joy to our worship

And power to our witness.

Help our church to grow in numbers,

In spiritual commitment to you,

And in service to our local community, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen
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FAITHFUL FRIDAYS 
12.00 noon Elsie Baker Room
June 6th, and July 4th,

Please join us for a short act of worship/meditation to be led by members of the Worship Group
REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS
JUNE

June 1st 
Seventh Sunday of Easter

Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97; Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; 
John 17:20-26
June 8th 
Day of Pentecost
Whit Sunday

Acts 2:1-21 or Genesis 11:1-9; Psalm 104:25-35, 37; Romans 8:14-17 or Acts 2:1-21; John 14:8-17, (25-27)
June 15  
First Sunday after Pentecost
 Trinity Sunday

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15
June 22, 
Second Sunday after Pentecost

1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a; Psalm 42 and 43; Galatians 3:23-29; Luke 8:26-39
June 29, 
Third Sunday after Pentecost
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14; Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20; Galatians 5:1,13-25; 
Luke 9:51-62
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Bible Study and discussion for the Pastorate

led by Richard Gillett

At Horeston Grange Church

Wednesday JUNE 18th         2.00 pm
Wednesday JULY 16th        2.00 pm
ALL WELCOME

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS
JULY 2025
July  6 
Third Sunday after Trinity
2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30; Galatians 6:(1-6)7-16; 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
July 13, 
Fourth Sunday after Trinity

Amos 7:7-17; Psalm 82; Colossians 1:1-14; 
Luke 10:25-37
July 20, 
Fifth Sunday after Trinity
Amos 8:1-12 ;Psalm 52; Colossians 1:15-28 ; 
Luke 10:38-42
July 27,
Sixth Sunday after Trinity

Hosea 1:2-10; Psalm 85; Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19); 
Luke 11:1-13
[image: image5.jpg]



When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
Acts 2
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More Power to your Elbow

On the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit came

in living tongues of fire to rest on those who knew His name,

There was no fear, no doubt that came to those who were now blessed.

They knew of inner peace and joy, of love and happiness.

The Holy Spirit came to earth to rest among us then,

And came to aid the work of those who were chosen men.

The Holy Spirit comes today to all who know the Lord,

Now ask that we might too be blessed with faith that is assured.

The Holy Spirit's always there to aid us in our strife.

To help us through the troubled times that still beset our life.

The Holy Spirit is God's hand still shown in us today.

And we can show to unbelievers, what makes us this way.

The Holy Spirit seems to me to be the power within.

The power to ensure that over goodness sin can't win.

The power to say and do what's right, to tread that narrow way

And lead a life as close to Christ’s and do what good we may.

The Holy Spirit comforts us, when we’re in times of need.

The Holy Spirit prompts us, when the truth we ought to heed.

The Holy Spirit gives us just the right words we should say,

And helps us show to others the straight and righteous way.

So if you need a top up of the Holy Spirit's power,

Just ask the Lord and He will fill you in this very hour.

But don't delay, if Christ is really centred in your heart

The filling of the Holy Spirit is merely just the start.

MINISTRY OF PRAYER

Prayer Circle 

Each week in our Prayer Circle members of our fellowship are named in the Prayers of Intercession during Morning Worship and remembered in all our prayers during the following week.

Please remember in your prayers week beginning:
June
 1st 
Allan & Fiona Smith
 8th  
Jill Tovey & Kevin Swindell
15th  
Fathers Day
22nd 
Susan Thoume
29th
Peter & Margaret Williams
July
6th 
June Arnold 
13th
Rob and Ann Ballard
20th
Howard & Rita Burrows
27th 
Tom & Wendy Cambridge
And all who are unwell or receiving medical care at this time. 
Prayer Book


There is a prayer book in the sanctuary for requests to be included in the prayers of intercession. Please ensure that those included are happy to be named in communal prayer.
Prayer Chain

We have a list of people who are willing to pray in complete confidence in their own home when contacted by telephone for those in special or urgent need.
MINISTRY OF FLOWERS
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June





 1
Janet Newborough





 8 
Jean Cheyne





15
Rita Burrows





22
Church Anniversary





29
Diana Collett
July





 6
Margaret Williams





13 
Liz Rathbone





20
Sandra Ryan





27
Janice Gordon
SATURDAY MORNINGS

The Church is open on Saturday Mornings between 10 am and 12 noon to welcome visitors to enter for prayer, quiet reflection or just to look around, to enjoy a free cup of coffee and to listen to Ruth playing the organ.
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More volunteers needed to welcome visitors.
Please contact Margaret Marshall if you are able to help.
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SAFE IN OUR LORD

Find all the words listed in the poem below.
Comforted in his arms we stay, 

resting safe by night and day,

He will ever walk beside till at last we reach his side.

For he is our Father God, 

and we walk where he has trod,

Nothing can our spirit fail, 

Trust in him we cannot ail.

He has promised us his guide, 

the Holy Spirit by our side,

We cannot fear the world or foes

if everywhere his Spirit goes.

So trust in him who'll hold you fast 

until his side we reach at last,

And if you ever doubt he's there:

prove it, say a little prayer.

Trinity Sunday
Sunday June 15th 2025

Trinity Sunday falls on the Sunday following Pentecost each year.

This day is known for being the only major Christian festival that celebrates a church doctrine rather than an event in its sacred history.

I bind unto myself the Name,

The strong Name of the Trinity,

By invocation of the same,

The Three in One and One in Three.

By Whom all nature hath creation,

Eternal Father, Spirit, Word:

Praise to the Lord of my salvation,

Salvation is of Christ the Lord.

The words of this hymn are attributed to St. Patrick (372-466).
And were translated by Cecil Frances Alexander 1889

There is a legend that St. Patrick taught the Irish about the doctrine of the Holy Trinity by showing people the shamrock, a three-leafed plant, using it to illustrate the Christian teaching of three persons in one God. 
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Reprinted from Newsletter 2016

You speak 

(Romans 15:4-13, Matthew 3:1-12) 

God, you speak

in different times and different ways,

through different people in different places. 

through written word, silent prayers,

testimonies, and hearts moved to praise. 

You speak

with the accent of every culture, creed and social standing, 

entrusting to each a glimpse of you.

You speak through people like us 

– who look like us and think like us,

and observe the customs we hold dear; then your tone seems warm and familiar, 

comforting, safe 

– a welcome sound in a changing world. 

You speak through those who are very different from us; 

your words may be unexpected,

and difficult for us to hear, 

challenging us with new or uncomfortable insights,

stirring us from complacency 

and moving us to action for your sake.

God of all peoples,

however you speak, whenever you speak, 

grant that we would hear your voice, 

and make us open to your word. 

Karen Campbell
From URC All Are Welcome: 2025 Children's and Youth Work Theme
FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY

17 members attended our Church meeting on May 21st.
Welcome to new members.

It was a joy to welcome Tom, Wendy, Cyril, Nithya, and Christine to church membership and to rededicate our Elders during Morning Worship on April13th. 

Sharing worship with Nuneaton Methodists 

The Methodist Church in Abbey Street is unfortunately no longer adequate for the needs of the congregation and they need to consider alternative options. These could include a major overhaul, a complete rebuild or relocation to a different site. Whatever their way forward, the Methodists may need a temporary home while changes take place.

As a trial, we invited Nuneaton Methodists to share worship with us on the four Sundays in May and we have extended a warm welcome to them.

We will need to assess feedback from both congregations after the end of May with joint discussions and negotiations regarding further options.
Support For Appeals

We sent £250 on behalf of the church to the DEC appeal for Myanmar and £250 to the Synod 50:50 appeal for Durgapur.

Margaret will make a presentation on the work in Durgapur at a future Faithful Friday.
PRAYER IN THREE WORDS
For the wonders of creation 


Wow!!
From the depths  



Help!
In gratitude for all life’s blessings

Thanks!

WOLSTON OPEN GARDENS.    Sunday 29thJune, 12 noon to 5pm
Shan Dobinson’s garden will be one of those open to visit and she looks forward to welcoming friends from Nuneaton.
HORESTON GRANGE CHURCH

AFTERNOON TEA

Saturday 7th JUNE     12 noon-4pm

A choice of two sittings

12 noon-2pm OR    2pm- 4pm

A number of Stalls and Raffle/Prizes

TICKETS £10

Available from Mary Howley tel.no. 07743777784

Please book A.S.A.P to help with Catering

Horeston Grange Church, Camborne Drive, Nuneaton CV11 6GU

???

QUIZ NIGHT

SATURDAY JUNE 28th 2025

6.00 pm

BOSWELL HALL

Teams of 4 adults (or 6 with children)

Entry £1.50 per person

In aid of Nuneaton and Bedworth
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Tea/coffee/snacks 

Please register in advance                  
(so individuals can be teamed up) at: pollyannabutterfly17@yahoo.com
Payment due on the night
FINANCE
Thank you to those who send their offertory faithfully month by month.
We are dependent on regular giving to keep pace with regular and increasing expenditure and all contributions are gratefully received.
Thank you also for all the many other ways of giving which may be unrecorded but greatly appreciated

Although we do not regularly make a “collection” during the Sunday morning service there are boxes for offertory at the back of the church near the exits for those wishing to donate cash.
Prayer 

Lord God, whatever we feel called to offer

our time, our talents, our treasure we bring it to you. 

We thank you for the gifts you give us and ask your blessing on our offerings and ask for you guidance as we discern how best these resources can be used to support your Church.

Amen
BANK DETAILS
For BACs transfers our bank details are:

Bank name 

Virgin money
Account Name 
Nuneaton United Reformed Church

Sort Code 

05-06-43

Account Number
41771804
Please give any cheques to Diana as we are now able to pay in on the banking App.
OFFERTORY RECEIVED
March 2025


£831.30
April 2025


£785.80
May 2025


£790.95
We extend a warm welcome to all

Sunday Morning Worship 10.45 am
Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday each month
The Church is open for Prayer, Quiet Reflection or just to look around Saturday Mornings between 10 am and 12 noon
Baptisms and Marriages by arrangement – contact Church Secretary

CONTACTS

PASTORATE WEBSITE  
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https://www.nwpastorate.org.uk/nuneaton-urc/about-us/
CHURCH

2, Chapel Street, Nuneaton CV11 5QH 
02476 375010   (ansaphone)
MINISTER 

Rev Dr Allan Smith



11, Fleece Lane Nuneaton CV11 6BS

02477 921338

allan.smith@urcnorthwarwickshire.org.uk
CHURCH SECRETARY 

Mrs D M Collett 
209, Hinckley Road Nuneaton CV 11 6LL

02476 346175 
urc.newsletter@outlook.com

CHURCH FINANCES

Contact Church Secretary
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Mrs J Oliver

02476 387065

ROOM HIRE

Contact
Mrs J Oliver
02476 387065
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