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Christian witness in the local community for over 300 years
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OF CHRISTMAS
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And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
Luke 2:7
REFLECTION
Christmas Gifts

For most families exchanging gifts forms a central part of Christmas day and for children, and some adults too, the expectation of getting presents is often the highlight of the festive season.

For Christians, the gifts given at Christmas may be symbolic of the offerings of gold, frankincense, and myrrh made to the infant Jesus by the Magi.
However, the tradition of gift giving has its roots in the Saturnalia festivals of the ancient Romans which took place from the 17th to the 23rd of December.
The date of Christmas was formally established as December 25th in 336 AD by the Roman Church, probably to align with pagan festivals like the winter solstice and it became more widely adopted over the following centuries.  The old pagan custom of gift-giving was incorporated into Christianity by relating it the gifts of the Magi to Jesus.
It was later influenced by the life of a 4th century saint Nikolaos of Myra, who was famed for his fondness for giving people gifts. When he was canonised as a saint, he became more widely known as Saint Nicholas, which is the origin of the name ‘Santa Claus’.  
One legend tells of a poor man with three daughters who could not be married because he couldn't afford their dowries. Nicholas secretly threw three bags of gold down their chimney at night to provide the dowries, saving the girls from the fate of slavery. The gold landed in their stockings, which were drying by the fire.
Choosing and buying gifts can sometimes be a chore, although these days we are more likely to be trawling the internet than trudging round the shops.  

But what a joy when we find a gift which we know will delight the recipient and we share their pleasure as they unwrap the package.

And how we appreciate receiving a gift, however small, which has been chosen and given with love.
The gifts of the Magi, recorded in Matthew’s gospel were given as an act of worship. 
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
And what of our gifts to the Christ child? 

What can I give Him, poor as I am?

If I were a shepherd, I would bring Him a lamb

If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part

Yet what I can I give Him, give my heart

Christina Rossetti

We can offer to Christ our gifts of worship, prayer, and service, with gold of obedience and incense of lowliness we kneel and adore him the Lord is his name.
He has given us the greatest gift of all.
The gifts of the Magi
The story of the visit of the wise men or magi is found only in Matthew’s gospel, the most Jewish of the gospels in its understanding of Jesus and there is a clear reference back to scripture from Isaiah and Psalms

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.
Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
to you the riches of the nations will come.
And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense
Isaiah 60 NIVUK
“May the kings of Sheba and Seba present him gifts.

Psalm 72
Gold, frankincense and myrrh.
These valuable items were standard gifts to honour a king or deity in the ancient world: gold as a precious metal, frankincense as perfume or incense, and myrrh as anointing oil.

Frankincense is an aromatic gum resin tapped from the Boswellia tree.  The aromatic oil is distilled from the resin and is still widely used in perfumery and aromatherapy as well as being the major constituent of incense used in the Orthodox and Catholic churches.

At the time of Jesus, high quality Indian frankincense was imported from Babylon, in Persia for use in the Temple.

Myrrh is also a natural resin extracted from trees that only grow around the southern end of the Red Sea, Sheba, in the Old Testament, Somalia and parts of Ethiopia.  

At the time of Jesus, demand was huge and greatly exceeded supply and hence was an expensive gift or treasure. Myrrh was used at Jesus’ burial in accordance with Jewish custom because of its very strong perfume. Myrrh is still used in perfume, medicine and incense
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SUNDAY SERVICES DECEMBER 10. 45 am.
Sun  7
 
Morning Worship with Holy Communion
Led by Rev Dr Allan Smith
Sun 14

Morning Worship 
Led by Richard Gillett
Sun 21

Morning Worship 
Led by Margaret Marshall 
Christmas Day 10.00 am

Led by Ruth Gillett

Sun 28

Morning Worship
Led by Ruth Gillett
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SUNDAY SERVICES JANUARY 2025 10.45 am.
Sun  4

Morning Worship with Holy Communion 




Led by Rev Dr Allan Smith
Sun 11

Morning Worship 
Led by Rev Daniel Cheyne
Sun 18 
Morning Worship 
Led by Shan Dobinson
Sun 25

Morning Worship 
Led by Richard Gillett
REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS
DECEMBER 2025
December 7, 

Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
December 14, 
Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35:1-10 ; James 5:7-10 ; Matthew 11:2-11 ; Psalm 146:4-9
December 21, 
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10-16; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25; Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
December 25, 
Christmas Day
Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14(15-20); Psalm 96
December 28


Isaiah 61:10-62:3 Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 John 1:1-18 

Psalm 147 or 147:13-21

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.
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REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS
JANUARY 2026
January 1, 

New Year’s Day

Numbers 6:22-27; Galatians 4:4-7; or Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 2:15-21
Psalm 8
January 4, 

Second Sunday after Christmas
Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; Ephesians 1:3-14. 
John 1:(1-9), 10-18 

January 6 

The Epiphany

Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12; Psalm 72:1-7,10-14
January 11, 

The First Sunday after the Epiphany

Isaiah 42:1-9; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17; Psalm 29
January 18, 

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Isaiah 49:1-7; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42; Psalm 40:1-12
January 25, 

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany

Isaiah 9:1-4; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23; Psalm 27:1, 5-13
February 1, 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; I Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12
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MINISTRY OF PRAYER

Prayer Circle 

Each week in our Prayer Circle members of our fellowship are named in the Prayers of Intercession during Morning Worship and remembered in all our prayers during the following week.

Please remember in your prayers week beginning 
December 2025
 7th 
Peter and Margaret Williams
14th
Allan and Fiona Smith 
21st 
June Arnold
28th 
Rob and Ann Ballard
January 2026
 4th 
Howard and Rita Burrows
11th 
Tom and Wendy Cambridge
18th 
Pam Carter
25th
Daniel and Jean Cheyne
And all who are unwell or receiving medical care at this time. 
Prayer Book


There is a prayer book in the sanctuary for requests to be included in the prayers of intercession. Please ensure that those included are happy to be named in communal prayer.
Prayer Chain

We have a list of people who are willing to pray in complete confidence in their own home when contacted by telephone for those in special or urgent need.
Prayer For Growth
God of Mission,


Who alone brings growth to your Church, 

Send your Holy Spirit to give 

Vision to our planning,

Wisdom to our actions, 

Joy to our worship

And power to our witness.

Help our church to grow in numbers,

In spiritual commitment to you,

And in service to our local community, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen
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Faithful Fridays in Advent and New Year
You are invited to join us for a short act of worship and reflection at midday in the Elsie Baker Room
Friday 5th December led by Margaret 
Friday 12th, December led by Colin 
Friday 19th December led by Allan

And Friday January 2nd   led by Allan
[image: image5.wmf]
A is for Advent the season of joy Jesus is coming this wonderful boy
D is for Deliverer fighting the wrong Jesus the Saviour join a welcoming song
V for his Visit banishing night Jesus the Day-star love is alight
E for Excitement. Yes he will come open your hearts to Jesus God's son
N for his Nearness, comforting arm Jesus our brother keeps his children from harm
T for his Triumph. Triumph of right Jesus is reigning in his conquering might.

Christmas Prayer from URC Daily Devotions Carol Service 2021
God with us,

As we get caught up in the joy and excitement of Christmas, help us to

remember that for many there will be no joy – even at that first

Christmas Herod lurked in the shadows.

We pray for those for whom Christmas is like every other day, sat alone

with no one for company except voices on the television; days without

speaking to anyone until the shops reopen.

We remember those for whom Christmas will now mean an empty

chair at the table, one less meal to prepare, one less gift to buy, as

feelings of grief and loss overtake any sense of joy.

We pray for those who have to celebrate Christmas in secret for fear of

the knock at the door.

We remember those who wish to celebrate but find it hard to keep

their faith in an unbelieving world.

Lord during this season of celebration help us to remember those who

cannot find the joy and may we be joy bringers for them. Amen
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MINISTRY OF FLOWERS
The flowers arranged week by week in the sanctuary enhance the beauty of our Church and contribute to the atmosphere for worship.
Flowers are provided by members and friends often in memory of a family member or to mark a special anniversary.

After the morning service the flowers are given as a token of the love and prayers of our church family.  Recipients include those named in our weekly Prayer Circle and those both within our church and in the wider community known to us to have a special need for prayerful concern or to share in a special joy.

Flowers are not arranged in the sanctuary during the Advent and Christmas period.
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January 





 4
Epiphany





11 
June Arnold





18
Wendy Cambridge





25
Ann Ballard
If you would like to join the list of these who regularly provide flowers for the church, please see Ruth.
NOT A PALACE IN SIGHT
In a stable dank and dreary was the Saviour born

To a maid so young and weary on a Christmas morn.

Cold and damp the dew drops shone on his cradle bare,

Mary, virgin Mother, watched the child so bright and fair.

Even though the palace beckoned it was not to be,

Jesus saviour of the world arrived in poverty.

Nothing could the couple offer to the child divine

But their love and understanding of the child so fine.

God came not the rich to save, or the righteous ones,

But the sinners and the wretched, poor unfortunate ones.

To those he came to love and cherish each one in his grace,

Kings and princes going to greet him looked in the wrong place.

God sent us his only son to be with us always,

Whether we deserve his mercy does not move his gaze.

He will ever love and keep us safely in his care,

Till at last we come to meet him, trust him, he is there!

So throughout this Christmas tide remember God's own son,

For sure as Christmas comes around he'll always be the one.

The one who came a little babe, who walked this earth so fine,

Who came into our world so small, as a child divine.
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SNOWFLAKE
Long, long ago,

a shining star

led the way to a child

born in a manger.

Snowflakes are little pieces

of that gleaming star

that guides us to the

light of the world – Our Lord, Jesus Christ.
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From a tree a manger was made

On the first Christmas in it He laid

Also, from a tree a cross was made

And on it for our sins the price He paid

I remember each year as the tree I adorn

His gift giving began the day He was born

As I gently place each ornament of gold

In His hands I place my heart and my life to hold

Trusting to Him to take good care of me

I pray and I sing as I decorate the Tree

I am the Way, the Truth and the Light said He

That’s why I put lights on my Christmas Tree

Author unknown
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FIND ALL THE WORDS LISTED BELOW IN THIS FESTIVE WORD SEARCH
All words can be found in the Christmas Carols on the Bethlehem Carol Sheet

ADORED


AND


ANGELIC

ARCHANGELS

CHILDHOOD

CHRISTMAS COME



DEITY


DING
          DONG



DUTIFULLY

EMMANUEL EXCELSIS


EXULTATION

EYES
GOD



GOOD


HAIL
          HARK



HEAVENLY

HERALD
  HIM



HIS


HOLY
   HOSANNA


LAST


LATE

   LIE



LO


LOWLY          MAGI



MATIN


MEN
NIGHT



NOWELL

RADIANT  REALMS


SEE


SILENT           SING



SKY


SNOW

 SON



STARS

THEE
THIS



TRIUMPHANT
VIRGIN WENCESLAS


WHERE

YE

  YEA
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FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY

14 members attended our Church meeting on November 19th.
We were pleased to welcome Allan back after his sick leave and he expressed thanks for thoughts and prayers during his recovery from surgery.
Several of our members are unwell or undergoing medical procedures and they were remembered in our prayers.
 Fabric and Finance
After a busy summer with substantial roof repairs and several minor areas requiring attention, we have recently been faced with replacing two central heating boilers.
The upstairs boiler which serves the main toilets and kitchen hot water was replaced at a cost of £2950.00.
The boiler that serves the Bracher suite and adjacent storage rooms also failed following servicing and replacement of the expansion vessel.

The total cost was also £2950.00, which included replacement of damaged thermostatic radiator valves in the toilet and storage rooms and installation of a seven-day programmable timer/thermostat to enable it to be set up on individual days. We hope that there may be some improvements in efficiency.
Car parking
Parking by unauthorized vehicles remains an issue. Those challenged are rarely apologetic and often abusive.
Various options are being considered and any suggestions for a solution will be welcome, bearing in mind the need to balance the convenience of church users against prevention of unauthorized access.
Sharing worship with the Methodists

A meeting between our Elders and the Methodist Stewards has been arranged for December 5th to consider possible future collaboration as requested by the Methodists. Please keep this in your prayers

Our next Church Meeting will be on zoom.
January 21st, 2026, 7.30 pm 
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Christmas Events



CHURCHES TOGETHER and PASTORATE CRIB SERVICE

We are hosting an ecumenical service here in our church. 

November 30th at 4.00 pm
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CHRISTMAS APPEAL
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You are invited to bring donations to church by Sunday December 7th.
Christmas treats welcome.
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CHRISTMAS STARS
 Prayers and Blessings 

Hang a star on our Christmas Tree

Saturday December 6th 10.00 am until 12.00 noon.
An invitation to members of the local community to join us for coffee and hang a Star on a Christmas Tree in the Church with a request for prayer or to remember loved ones, near and far and those no longer with us.
Christmas service for Age UK & Lumen Academy
Thursday December 11h 11.00 am

Please join us as we welcome visitors from Age UK Dementia and Lumen Academy groups for a short Carol service.
[image: image24.wmf]CHURCHES TOGETHER “Mince pie giveaway” will take place in the Town Centre on Saturday December 20th from 10.00 am
New Year
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2026
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As we welcome in the New year it is good that we rededicate our lives

In the words of the Methodist Covenant Prayer

I am no longer my own, but thine. 

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be employed for thee or laid aside for thee, exalted for thee or brought low for thee. Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Let me have all things, let me have nothing. I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal. 

And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, thou art mine, and I am thine So be it.

 And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.
And also rededicate our lives and homes in the tradition of

Chalking the door for Epiphany

20 
†
C
†
M 
†
B
†
22
Christus mansionem benedicat,
May Christ bless this house.
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Dear God,
Thank you that you make all things new. Thank you for all that you've allowed into our lives this past year, the good along with the hard things, which have reminded us how much we need you and rely on your presence filling us every single day. We pray for your Spirit to lead us each step of this New Year

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:

“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”

And he replied:
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God.

That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night.

And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East.

Minnie Louise Haskins  1908

As we enter the gate of the year 2026, let this be our prayer:
Open to me the gates of righteousness:
I will go into them, and I will praise the LORD:
This gate of the LORD, into which the righteous shall enter.
I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation.
(Psalm 118:19-21)
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OFFERTORY
Thank you

Thank you so much once again to all who regularly send in their offertory by cheque or BACs
Offertory

October 2025 


£767.70
Our M&M contribution to the Synod is £934 per month.
Prayer 

Lord God, whatever we feel called to offer

our time, our talents, our treasure we bring it to you 

We thank you for the gifts you give us and ask your blessing on our offerings and ask for you guidance as we discern how best these resources can be used to support your Church.

Amen
We do not make a “collection” during the Sunday morning service

for those wishing to donate cash on Sundays
there are boxes for offertory at the back of the church near the exits.
Please continue to set aside your weekly offertory if you are able.  
Please send cheques to

Jenny Oliver
203, Weddington Road Nuneaton CV10 0HE

For BACs transfers our bank details are:

Bank name 

Virgin money
Account Name 
Nuneaton United Reformed Church

Sort Code 

05-06-43

Account Number
41771804

We extend a warm welcome to all.
Sunday Morning Worship 10.45 am.
Holy Communion is usually celebrated on the first Sunday each month.
The Church is open for Prayer, Quiet Reflection or just to look around Saturday Mornings between 10 am and 12 noon.
Baptisms and Marriages by arrangement – contact Church Secretary

CONTACTS

PASTORATE WEBSITE  


https://www.nwpastorate.org.uk/nuneaton-urc/about-us/
CHURCH

2, Chapel Street, Nuneaton CV11 5QH 
02476 375010   (ansaphone)
MINISTER 

Rev Dr Allan Smith



11, Fleece Lane Nuneaton CV11 6BS

02477 921338

allan.smith@urcnorthwarwickshire.org.uk
CHURCH SECRETARY 

Mrs D M Collett 
209, Hinckley Road Nuneaton CV 11 6LL

02476 346175 
urc.newsletter@outlook.com

CHURCH FINANCES

Contact Church Secretary

FACILITIES
Mrs J Oliver

02476 387065

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Mrs J Oliver

02476 387065

ROOM HIRE

Contact
Mrs J Oliver
02476 387065
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