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REFLECTION
Easter Lilies
Easter Morn
Easter morn with lilies fair

Fills the church with perfumes rare,

As their clouds of incense rise,

Sweetest offerings to the skies.

Stately lilies pure and white

Flooding darkness with their light,

Bloom and sorrow drifts away,

On this holy hallow’d day
Easter Lilies bending low

In the golden after glow,

Bear a message from the sod

To the heavenly towers of God

Louise Lewin Matthews Written c 1900 and much quoted

The Easter Lily (Lilium longiflorum) was first introduced to England from Japan in 1819
The flowers were popular and became readily available, and the Easter lily became the favoured flower in almost every church in the land in the 20th century
And this was the tradition in our own church in living memory. 
Ancient myths saw white lilies as symbols of purity, virtue, rebirth, motherhood and joy. 
There is a Christian legend that white lilies grew where drops of Christ’s sweat fell in the Garden of Gethsemane to commemorate his resurrection and hope of life everlasting.

For us, Easter lilies signify rebirth and new life. 

The bulbs buried in the ground can represent the tomb of Jesus and the glorious white trumpet-like fragrant flowers which grow from the bulbs symbolize His life after death. The snowy white colour stands for the purity of the Divine Saviour and the joy of the resurrection.
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even though he dies, and. everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die.  John 11:25-26

Lord, the resurrection of Your Son

has given us new life and renewed hope.

Help us to live as new people

in pursuit of the Christian ideal.

Grant us wisdom to know what we must do,

the will to want to do it,

the courage to undertake it,

the perseverance to continue to do it

and the strength to complete it.

source: New Saint Joseph People's Prayer Book
A prayer for Easter Sunday
Hidden Christ,

We come to watch at the tomb,

Peering fearfully into its shadowy depths

Looking for you in the death of our dreams.

Hidden Christ we seek you

Risen Christ

You greet us in our fear and amazement,

Hope and expectancy chasing away dread

Encountering you in the wonder of worship.

Risen Christ we meet you.

Beckoning Christ,

You rouse us from our adoration and joy,

To meet you back in our everyday lives,

To tell the story and share the faith we have found

Beckoning Christ, we follow you

Jan Berry 

From URC Prayer Handbook 2011
SUNDAY SERVICES APRIL 2026 10. 45 am.
Sun  5

EASTER SUNDAY

 
Morning Worship with Holy Communion
Led by Margaret Marshall
Sun 12

Morning Worship 
Led by Tom Baird
Sun 19

Morning Worship 
Led by Rev Dr Allan Smith 
Sun 26

Morning Worship
Led by Rev David Butterworth
SUNDAY SERVICES MAY 2026 10.45 am.
Sun  3

Morning Worship with Holy Communion 




Led by Rev Dr Allan Smith
Sun 10

Morning Worship 
Led by Shan Dobinson
Sun 17 
Morning Worship 
Led by Rev Daniel Cheyne
Sun 24

PENTECOST

Morning Worship 
Led by Richard Gillett
Sun 31

Morning Worship 
Led by Rev Melanie Smith
REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS
APRIL 2026
April 5, 
 Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24; Colossians 3:1–4; John 20:1–1
April 12,  
Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14a, 22–32; Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1:3–9; John 20:19–31
April 19, 
Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14a, 36–41; Psalm 116:1–4, 12–19; 

1 Peter 1:17–23; Luke 24:13–35
April 26,  
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19–25; John 10:1–10
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REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS
MAY 2026
May 3, Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1–5, 15–16; 1 Peter 2:2–10; John 14:1–14
May 10  Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8–20 1 Peter 3:13–22; John 14:15–21

May 14,  Ascension Day

Psalm 47; Psalm 93; Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53

May 17, Seventh Sunday of Easter

Psalm 68:1–10,32–35; Acts 1:6-14; 1 Peter 4:12–14; 5:6–11; 

John 17:1–11

May 24
Day of Pentecost
Whit Sunday
Acts 2:1-21; or Numbers 11:24-30; Psalm 104: 25-35, 37;

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13; John 20 19-23 or John 7:37-39

May 31,  Trinity Sunday 

Genesis 1:1–2:4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13:11–13; Matthew 28:16–20
June  7  
First Sunday after Trinity

Genesis 12:1-9 Psalm 33:1-12 Romans 4:13-25 Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
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Bible Study and discussion for the Pastorate

At Horeston Grange Church
Wednesday April 22nd 

Wednesday May 13th 
 2.00 pm

Led by Colin Offor

ALL WELCOME

to receive the session handout and log in details please send your email address to Diana (urc.newsletter@outlook.com)
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MINISTRY OF PRAYER

Prayer Circle 

Each week in our Prayer Circle members of our fellowship are named in the Prayers of Intercession during Morning Worship and remembered in all our prayers during the following week.
Please remember in your prayers week beginning 
April 2026
 5th
Janet Newborough
12th
Colin Offor 
19th 
Jenny Oliver
26th
Christine Roberts
May 2026
3rd
Cindy Russell
10th
Sandra and Len Ryan
17th 
Allan and Fiona Smith
24th
Peter and Margaret Williams
31st 
June Arnold
And all who are unwell or receiving medical care at this time. 
Prayer Book


There is a prayer book in the sanctuary for requests to be included in the prayers of intercession. Please ensure that those included are happy to be named in communal prayer.
Prayer Chain

We have a list of people who are willing to pray in complete confidence in their own home when contacted by telephone for those in special or urgent need.
Prayer For Growth
God of Mission,


Who alone brings growth to your Church, 

Send your Holy Spirit to give 

Vision to our planning, Wisdom to our actions, 

Joy to our worship and Power to our witness.

Help our church to grow in numbers,

In spiritual commitment to you,

And in service to our local community, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen
Books to read, borrow or keep

NO CHARGE
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We have a collection of books of various titles for adults and children in the church vestibule.
Please feel free to take a book home to read or to add to your own book collection and encourage any visitors to browse and take or borrow books that may help on their own faith journey
MINISTRY OF FLOWERS
The flowers arranged week by week in the sanctuary enhance the beauty of our Church and contribute to the atmosphere for worship.
Flowers are provided by members and friends often in memory of a family member or to mark a special anniversary.

After the morning service the flowers are given as a token of the love and prayers of our church family.  Recipients include those named in our weekly Prayer Circle and those both within our church and in the wider community known to us to have a special need for prayerful concern or to share in a special joy.

.
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April 
 5
Liz Rathbone





12 
Fiona Kinghorn





19
Margaret Williams





26
Janice Gordon
May 





 3
Pat Lane





10 
Fiona Kinghorn





17
Ruth Gillett





24
Cindy Russell 





31
Wendy Cambridge
WORD SEARCH

Find all the words taken from John 3:14-17 printed on the next page.

Taken from the New International Version.

Please note that all words are listed so there are several duplicates.

All should be found.
Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him. For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
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Unity in a fragmented world
The cold war is ended, apartheid is gone

The old prejudices are now frowned upon,

Discrimination should no more be an aim

Unless just to score in a wordy board game.

For discrimination is wrong and unfair

For everyone's life is their own affair;

Whether the difference is race, colour or creed

The thing that matters is really just need.

We need to be loved and accepted by all

No matter our colour, belief or how tall.

For God made us all in his image it’s said,

So, if we discriminate, we are misled.

Each person is special, unique in this time

And God knows he made us with this in mind.

But if we use our actions and words

To hurt or offend it’s not just absurd

If we make our judgements before we are sure

On how other people should act, dress or be pure

Or if we are biased t'wards like minded souls

We'll be going against all of God's goals

To have all of his people at peace with the world

So, they have more time to read of Gods' word.

For the word from on high is equality

Whether you're born East or West of the sea.

And how we worship should not be a bar

To the glory of God no matter how far

The differences seem to be with our friends

We all have to agree, we have but one end - 

To love God our Father with all that we are

Whether we worship here, near or far.

From Christians to Jews, Catholics or Sikhs

We all have the same aim, and this is not weak.

If we worship God at different times

or in different ways that's our choice not our crime.

Live and let live is the word of the day

In peace love and joy with each other OK!

The message is getting through to me and to you

Our neighbour is different, let's begin anew

And live with each other in love and in peace

Regardless of colour, shape or belief.

And when at the end of our days we do find

Ourselves at the gate with St Peter behind

I hope we're surrounded by angels galore

Who are black, white and yellow and all colours more.

Who have worshipped God in their own way its true

But have joined us in heaven to sit in our pew.

Where prejudice can be a thing of the past

When God brings us all to his side at last.

Pentecost

May 24th 2026
At Pentecost, the disciples, together with large numbers of Jewish pilgrims were in Jerusalem to celebrate the festival of Shavuot.

The Jewish “feast of weeks”, Shavuot, or Pentecost is celebrated on the fiftieth day, seven weeks after the Passover and the term Pentecost comes from the Greek for fiftieth.

Shavuot began as an ancient grain harvest festival, and has also been identified since biblical times with the giving of the five books of the Torah to Moses and the Israelites on Mount Sinai, 49 days (7 weeks) after the Exodus from Egypt

On the day of Pentecost, the disciples were all together in one place and received the gift of the Holy Spirit promised by Jesus.

The Christian celebration of Pentecost is celebrated on the seventh Sunday (49 days) after Easter and 10 days after the Ascension of Christ into heaven.

Pentecost commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ while they were in Jerusalem celebrating the Feast of Weeks.
Pentecost can also be considered to be the birth of the Christian Church, and the start of the church's mission to the world.

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
Acts 2; 1-4

[image: image7.jpg]



After they prayed the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly

Acts 4; 31

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control

Galatians 5:22-23 
The church can have light only as it is full of the Spirit, and it can be full only as the members that compose it are filled individually.

A.W. Tozer

FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY
The March 2026 AGM marked the tenth anniversary of my election as Church Secretary in 2016
In that month’s Newsletter I wrote
Somewhat daunted by the task ahead, I begin to follow in the footsteps of Peter and those who over many years have served as Secretary here at Nuneaton.  I will do my best  
Much has happened since then.
We said goodbye to Helga in May 2017 and welcomed Allan in October 2018
We have also said goodbye to many much-loved members of our church family who have been “promoted to Glory” and we have welcomed new members to our fellowship.
Our premises have undergone significant renovation and improvement from the transformation of the Boswell Hall, Elsie Baker Room and Lounge to the refitting of the toilet facilities and work to substantial sections of the roof. 
We survived the Covid pandemic and embraced the use of zoom
Our engagement with Leading our Church into Growth has been incredibly positive and our Prayers for Growth continue to be answered
It has been a privilege to serve as a member of the team of Elders, and I will continue to do so for as long as I am able
Diana

AGM 2026

16 members attended our Church AGM on March 18th 2026
The following member of the wider church family had passed away during the year and was remembered in prayer.
Vera Stephen June 16th, 2025
Post holders 2025
The Post holders listed for 2026 have indicated their willingness to continue in their various roles 
Jenny took over the role of Facilities Officer in 2025 and has agreed to continue.
Church Secretary 

Diana Collett agreed to continue as Secretary, and this was endorsed by the meeting.
Election of Elders

There were two retiring elders, Jenny Oliver, and Peter Williams and both had been duly nominated for re-election. There were no other candidates for election, and it was agreed by the meeting that Jenny and Peter be elected to serve for three years until March 2029. 

It was agreed to arrange for rededication of the Elders during the communion service on May 3rd
Annual Reports

The Annual Reports and the Finance Report were accepted by the meeting. Appreciation was expressed to all who contribute to the life and work of the church.
Thanks for the work of the Secretary was conveyed with a planted basket which is much appreciated
Our next Church Meeting will be on Wednesday May 20th
At 7.30pm in the Bracher Hall

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES

Old Meeting United Reformed Church Bedworth

300th Anniversary Service

May 31st at 3.00

followed by Afternoon Tea

All welcome

Nuneaton Churches Fifth Sunday Ecumenical service
May 31st 6.00 pm Nuneaton Methodist Church

Nuneaton URC 

Welcome Sunday 

July 26th 10.45

SAVE THE DATE

NEWS OF MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

From Helga

Helga wishes everyone a Blessed Easter











To Laraine Haddon who celebrated a special birthday on March 14th 

And to

Margaret Marshall who celebrated a special birthday on April 2nd 
CHURCH FINANCES

COUNTING THE COST
There are very many demands on the church in order to provide a safe and comfortable environment for worship in a beautiful building where we can worship and find communion with God.
Running costs

Day to day running costs for the building include electricity, gas, water, cleaning, telephone, insurance, and regular maintenance of heaters and boilers including fire extinguishers. 
Other major expenditure is associated with repairs and renovation for a building 122 years old. Recent roofing repairs cost over £29,000.
The above costs are funded from the income we receive from letting our rooms together with some grants and revenue from investments made by previous generations 
Worship

Costs associated with worship include payments to visiting preachers and the organist, regular maintenance of the organ and music licenses. 
We pay a quarterly contribution to the North Warwickshire Pastorate to cover the minister’s housing costs and expenses, shared between the four churches
We pay an annual contribution to the United Reformed Church’s Ministry & Mission fund which pays our Minister’s salary, trains Ministers, and funds Ministers’ pensions. The sum requested is related to the number of regular worshippers and is currently equivalent to about £500 per worshipper per year
Ideally these costs are met by giving in the form of weekly offertory and donations
FINANCIAL GIVING 
All friends attending worship are encouraged to contribute to the church financially according to their means.
We give as an expression of gratitude to God for our many blessings

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:7

Direct giving
In the past offertory was taken up during the service with the collection plates brought forward for dedication and blessing.

Since the Covid 19 pandemic we have invited worshippers to place their offertory in the collection boxes near the exits 

With the threat of Covid becoming a distant memory, we feel the time has come to return to taking up a collection during Sunday Morning Worship

From April 12th worshippers are invited to place their offertory (cash or cheque) in the envelope provided with the Sunday Post for collection and dedication during the service
(Please make cheques payable to Nuneaton United Reformed Church)
Lord God, whatever we feel called to offer

our time, our talents, our treasure we bring it to you 

We thank you for the gifts you give us and ask your blessing on our offerings and ask for you guidance as we discern how best these resources can be used to support your Church
Giving through the bank
If you use online banking, you can make a one-off gift or set up a standing order payable to the church bank account
Bank name 

Virgin money
Account Name 
Nuneaton United Reformed Church

Sort Code 

05-06-43

Account Number
41771804
Gift aid

If you are a UK taxpayer and make a Gift aid declaration, the church can claim 25p for every £1 donation you make.
Please ask Jenny Oliver for details.
Please note that cash offertory is also eligible for gift aid claim if given anonymously in the offertory envelopes as cash rather than cheque or BACS.

Prayer 
Lord of all good, our gifts we bring to thee,


use them thy holy purpose to fulfil;


tokens of love, and pledges they shall be


that our whole life is offered to thy will.
We give our minds to understand Your ways;
Hands, voices, eyes to serve Your great design;
Hearts with the flame of your own love ablaze:
Thus for Your glory all our pow’rs combine.
We extend a warm welcome to all.
Sunday Morning Worship 10.45 am.
Holy Communion is usually celebrated on the first Sunday each month.
The Church is open for Prayer, Quiet Reflection or just to look around Saturday Mornings between 10 am and 12 noon.
Baptisms and Marriages by arrangement – contact Church Secretary

CONTACTS

PASTORATE WEBSITE  
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https://www.nwpastorate.org.uk/nuneaton-urc/about-us/
CHURCH

2, Chapel Street, Nuneaton CV11 5QH 
02476 375010   (ansaphone)
MINISTER 

Rev Dr Allan Smith



11, Fleece Lane Nuneaton CV11 6BS

02477 921338

allan.smith@urcnorthwarwickshire.org.uk
CHURCH SECRETARY 

Mrs D M Collett 
209, Hinckley Road Nuneaton CV 11 6LL

02476 346175 
urc.newsletter@outlook.com

CHURCH FINANCES

Contact Church Secretary

FACILITIES
Mrs J Oliver

02476 387065

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Mrs J Oliver

02476 387065

ROOM HIRE

Contact
Mrs J Oliver
02476 387065
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