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NUNEATON UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

Christian witness in the local community for over 300 years

Outlook
June/ July 2026
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Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.
Matthew 6 28-29
REFLECTION
Anniversaries, Memories and Nostalgia
June13th 2026 is being marked as the 800th Anniversary of the granting of a Market Charter to Nuneaton, a hugely significant event in the establishment of the town
In the early 12th century, Etone was small farming settlement with a population of around 150.  It was under the control of the Beaumont family who established a French Benedictine nunnery or Priory, on the site of the present Abbey Church of St Mary.  This led to a change of name of the settlement to Nuneaton and to ongoing development which changed the village into a town.
The Priory obtained its first market charter around 1160 from Henry II.   At that time shops were almost unknown, and most trading had to be done in an open market which required a Royal assent. The priory was able to charge rent for the stalls to supplement its income.
The market was first held on a Sunday after Mass in the church yard.  Later, land which belonged to the priory in what is now the town centre, was designated as a marketplace and the new shape of the town established.
In 1226 the original grant of the market was confirmed by Henry III changing the day to Tuesday and reconfirmed in 1232 changing the day to Saturday causing Nuneaton to develop into a market town and become the economic focal point of the local villages. 
Some Four hundred and sixty years later the Town Hall, then situated in a building in the Market Place saw Independents regularly meeting legally for worship for the first time.  This followed the 1689 Act of Toleration allowing freedom of worship to non-conformists and was the beginning of the Independent or Congregational church fellowship in Nuneaton. 

Meanwhile, in 1689, the Boswell family purchased a cottage and land on what is now the site of our present church buildings to be used as a ‘House Church’ and subsequently given to build an Independent Meeting House close by the Market Place
We believe that the first building on the site was opened in 1703 and later destroyed by fire. Subsequent chapels were opened in 1719 and 1796 – the latter seated around 500 people.

Unfortunately, there was dissention among the congregation and in 1816 the church became divided and a breakaway group of members established the Zion chapel in Bond Gate.

Some 70 years later the two congregations agreed to re unite and the Coton Road chapel was demolished and adjacent land sold to fund the building of the present building.  In a ceremonial move the congregation assembled at the Zion chapel in June 1904 for the final service there and then processed through the Market Place to the new chapel on Coton Road to conclude the service in the new building prior to the official opening.  The organ was completed in 1906.

At the time the estimated seating capacity was 999 and there was a Sunday School membership of 600 scholars and 50 teachers.

This year we celebrate the 122nd Anniversary of our current buildings and the 337th Anniversary of our fellowship.
We can look back with nostalgia to the “glory days” when the pews were filled and the church buildings were the centre of the local community; when the market stalls stretched throughout the centre of the town and the shops were bustling and thriving.
We can be grateful to our forefathers for their legacy and go forward in faith giving thanks for all that has been and all that is to come, knowing that through everything, God is with us and nothing can separate us from his love. 
SUNDAY SERVICES JUNE 2026 10. 45 am.
Sun  7

 Morning Worship with Holy Communion
Led by Rev Colin Offor
Sun 14

Morning Worship 
Led by Margaret Marshall
Sun 21

Morning Worship 
Led by Rev Dr Allan Smith 





Father’s Day 
Parade
Sun 28

Morning Worship
Led by Ruth Gillett
SUNDAY SERVICES JULY 2026 10.45 am.
Sun  5

Morning Worship with Holy Communion 




Led by Rev Keith Salter
Sun 12

Morning Worship 
Led by Simon Burne
Sun 19 
Morning Worship 
Led by Brian Cartwright
Sun 26

Morning Worship 
Led by Rev Dr Allan Smith
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Third Sunday at Three
Sunday Afternoon Service
On the third Sunday of each month

In the Small Chapel

June 21st at 3.00 pm

July19th at 3.00 pm

An ecumenical service of quiet contemplation, music, readings, reflection and prayer
We welcome members of other churches and faiths

Faithful Fridays

We meet on the First Friday of each month at 12.00 mid-day for a short act of worship/meditation led by members of the Worship Group





June 5th, 2026




July 3rd, 2026
All are welcome.
REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS
JUNE 2026
June  7  
First Sunday after Trinity

Genesis 12:1-9 Psalm 33:1-12 Romans 4:13-25 Matthew 9:9-13, 18-2
June 14
Second Sunday after Trinity

Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7); Psalm 116:1, 10-17; Romans 5:1-8

Matthew 9:35-10:8(9-23).

June 21 
Third Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 21:8-21; Psalm 86:1-10,16-17; Jeremiah 20 7-13; Psalm 69 7-10,11-15,16 -18; Psalm 13; Romans 6:1b-11, 6-12; Matthew 10:24-39, 40 -42.
June 28
Fourth Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 22:1–14; Psalm 13; Jeremiah 28 5-9; Psalm 89 1-4,15-18; Romans 6:12–23; Matthew 10:40–
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REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS
JULY 2026
July 5

Fifth Sunday after Trinity

Genesis 24:34–38, 42–49,58–67; Psalm 45:10–17 or Psalm 72;

Romans 7:15–25a; Matthew 11:16–19, 25–30.

July 12,  
Sixth Sunday after Trinity

Genesis 25:19–34; Psalm 119:105–112 or Psalm 25

Romans 8:1–11; Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23
July 19,
Seventh Sunday after Trinity

Genesis 28:10–19; Psalm 139:1–12, 23–24

Romans 8:12–25; Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43
July 26,  
Eighth Sunday after Trinity

Genesis 29:15–28; Psalm 105:1–11, 45b 

Romans 8:26–39; Matthew 13:31–33, 33–46

August 2, 
Ninth Sunday after Trinity

Genesis 32:22–31 Psalm 17:1–7, 15 Romans 9:1–5 Matthew 14:13–21 
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Bible Study and discussion for the Pastorate

At Nuneaton URC Church

Chapel Street
Wednesday June 17th
 At the later time of
2.30 pm

Led by Colin Offor

ALL WELCOME

to receive the session handout and log in details please send your email address to Diana (urc.newsletter@outlook.com)
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MINISTRY OF PRAYER

Prayer Circle 

Each week in our Prayer Circle members of our fellowship are named in the Prayers of Intercession during Morning Worship and remembered in all our prayers during the following week.
Please remember in your prayers week beginning 
June 2026
 7th
Ann and Rob Ballard
14th
Rita and Howard Burrows
21st 
Fathers Day
28th
Wendy and Tom Cambridge
July 2026
5th
Pam Carter
12th
Jean and Daniel Cheyne
19th 
Diana Collett
26th
Ruth and Richard Gillett
And all who are unwell or receiving medical care at this time. 
Prayer Book


There is a prayer book in the sanctuary for requests to be included in the prayers of intercession. Please ensure that those included are happy to be named in communal prayer.
Prayer Chain

We have a list of people who are willing to pray in complete confidence in their own home when contacted by telephone for those in special or urgent need.
Prayer For Growth
God of Mission,


Who alone brings growth to your Church, 

Send your Holy Spirit to give 

Vision to our planning, Wisdom to our actions, 

Joy to our worship and Power to our witness.

Help our church to grow in numbers,

In spiritual commitment to you,

And in service to our local community, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen
St Paul’s Prayer for Spiritual Growth
 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation so that you may know him better. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people.
Ephesians 1:16-18
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MINISTRY OF FLOWERS
The flowers arranged week by week in the sanctuary enhance the beauty of our Church and contribute to the atmosphere for worship.
Flowers are provided by members and friends often in memory of a family member or to mark a special anniversary.

After the morning service the flowers are given as a token of the love and prayers of our church family.  Recipients include those named in our weekly Prayer Circle and those both within our church and in the wider community known to us to have a special need for prayerful concern or to share in a special joy.

.
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June 
 7
Margaret Marshall





14 
Jean Cheyne





21
Rita Burrows





28
Diana Collett
July 






 5
Ann Ballard





12 
Liz Rathbone





19
Sandra Ryan





26
Janice Gordon
WORD SEARCH
Find all the words listed in the Lord’s prayer as printed below.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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THAT STILL SMALL VOICE

In the world of today, there's so much to do,

Is there any wonder Gods voice can't get through?

We're constantly deafened by noises and shouting,

Opinions and arguments, hawkers and touting.

The people around us want their voice heard first,

And those who are bombastic still do their worst.

It really is hard to hear through the din

That still small voice who is trying to get in.

When God speaks to us we must listen quite hard.

He may not be speaking in the way we have heard.

His voice may come through in some words from a friend

In the voice of a relative, now on the mend.

The innocent words of a child that we know

May be just the words that will help our faith grow.

And then, in a silence, we hear our Lord speak

Right into our hearts for help through the week.

And so let us listen as hard as we can

To the words of our Lord, the Saviour of man.

If our ears are open we'll hear that small voice

And our hearts will be open, respond and rejoice.

FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY
14 members attended our church meeting on May 20th, 2026
In the absence of the Minister, it was agreed that Jenny Oliver would chair the meeting.
“A” board 
welcome to worship

We have a new hanging sign illustrating the interior of the church to place outside the church during worship to encourage others to join us.

Encouraging more participation in tasks
We considered list of tasks required to run the church with vacancies highlighted to encourage more people to be involved. Thanks are due to those who offered to take on extra roles.  Copies of the list can be found in the Small Chapel, and all are encouraged to consider if they are able to offer help with any of the listed tasks.
Offertory

Collection of offertory during worship is working well with envelopes included with the Sunday Post.  There has been a year-on-year increase in loose collection for the period following introduction of the envelopes.
Repairs and Renovation
The flat roof over the Bracher Hall is in urgent need of repair.
It was agreed to accept estimates for the Bracher roof and additional smaller areas of roof (less urgent). Work on Bracher roof is to be scheduled for School Holidays and smaller roofs later in the year

Nuneaton United Reformed Church
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WELCOME SUNDAY

Service

JULY 26h 2026 10.45 am

Followed by coffee/tea and cakes

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL FRIENDS OLD AND NEW

PLEASE COME AND JOIN US
Rope Walk & Town Hall Car Parks are near by

HORESTON GRANGE CHURCH

MEN’s BREAKFAST  

An invitation to join the next breakfast

on Saturday 20th June at 9 am
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Guest speaker Rev Paul Lowe

Donations welcome to cover costs
For further information contact

Brian 07713 910528

AFTERNOON TEA
Saturday 27th June
12.30 and 2,30 pm
Tickets £5

For further information contact

Mary  07743777784
NEWS OF MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

Thanks

Margaret Marshall wishes to thank everyone for the cards, gifts and flowers that she received for her special birthday.

I enjoyed many Celebrations including the Cake and Coffee morning that was held for friends and members of the Church at my own home, I was so thrilled to see so many that came.

Once again, many thanks for your thoughts.

God Bless

Margaret.

New Home

Laraine Haddon has moved to Holly Grange House, Tuttle Hill and welcomes visits from friends
















To Cindy Russell who celebrated a special birthday on May 10th 
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To Margaret and David Marshall who celebrate their Diamond Wedding Anniversary on June 4th
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OFFERTORY
All friends attending worship are encouraged to contribute to the church financially according to their means.
We give as an expression of gratitude to God for our many blessings

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:7

Worshippers are invited to place their offertory (cash or cheque) in the envelope provided with the Sunday Post for collection and dedication during the service
(Please make cheques payable to Nuneaton United Reformed Church)
Lord God, whatever we feel called to offer

our time, our talents, our treasure we bring it to you 

We thank you for the gifts you give us and ask your blessing on our offerings and ask for you guidance as we discern how best these resources can be used to support your Church
Offertory




February 2026

£886.58



March 2026

£601.85



April 2026

£987.62
Thank you once again to all who regularly send in their offertory by cheque or BACs

For BACs transfers our bank details are:

Bank name 

Virgin money

Account Name 
Nuneaton United Reformed Church

Sort Code 

05-06-43
Account Number
41771804
Thank you
We extend a warm welcome to all.
Sunday Morning Worship 10.45 am.
Holy Communion is usually celebrated on the first Sunday each month.
The Church is open for Prayer, Quiet Reflection or just to look around Saturday Mornings between 10 am and 12 noon.
Baptisms and Marriages by arrangement – contact Church Secretary

CONTACTS

PASTORATE WEBSITE  
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https://www.nwpastorate.org.uk/nuneaton-urc/about-us/
CHURCH

2, Chapel Street, Nuneaton CV11 5QH 
02476 375010   (ansaphone)
MINISTER 

Rev Dr Allan Smith



11, Fleece Lane Nuneaton CV11 6BS

02477 921338

allan.smith@urcnorthwarwickshire.org.uk
CHURCH SECRETARY 

Mrs D M Collett 
209, Hinckley Road Nuneaton CV 11 6LL

02476 346175 
urc.newsletter@outlook.com

CHURCH FINANCES

Contact Church Secretary

FACILITIES
Mrs J Oliver

02476 387065

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Mrs J Oliver

02476 387065

ROOM HIRE

Contact
Mrs J Oliver
02476 387065
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