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REFLECTION


WATER

With this summer’s heat waves, water has been much in our thoughts, from football hydration breaks to hosepipe bans.  
We are richly blessed in this country, and we take for granted a plentiful supply of drinkable water on tap and usually an abundance of rainfall to water our gardens and replenish our rain butts. When the mains supply is interrupted, as happened recently following a burst pipe in the town we find it hard to manage. Thoughts then turn to those in the world who have no access to piped water and who may have to walk long distances to collect and carry water of dubious quality.

Creation began with water

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.

And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear”. And it was so. God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good”
Genesis 1

Although it is continually recycled, the total amount of water in the world remains practically constant in its different forms of ice, liquid and vapour.  Water enters the atmosphere by evaporation from oceans, lakes, and rivers.  Plants absorb water from the soil and release it from their leaves by transpiration.  
As the water vapour rises, it cools and changes back into small water droplets to form clouds and larger droplets to fall back to earth as rain, snow, sleet, or hail.
This precipitation collects in oceans, lakes, and streams, or soaks into the ground to restart the cycle.
The water cycle is a profound reflection of God’s design and provision.
How great is God—beyond our understanding!

He draws up the drops of water, which distil as rain to the streams,
the clouds pour down their moisture and abundant showers fall on mankind.
 Who can understand how he spreads out the clouds, how he thunders from his pavilion?

See how he scatters his lightning about him, bathing the depths of the sea.

This is the way he governs the nations and provides food in abundance.  

Job 36

In the words of the psalmist

You make springs gush forth in the valleys; they flow between the hills, giving drink to every wild animal; the wild asses quench their thirst. By the streams the birds of the air have their habitation; they sing among the branches.
From your lofty abode you water the mountains; the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work.

Psalm 104

And of the Prophet Joel

O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God;

for he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before.

The threshing-floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.

Joel 2
Jesus offers us Living Water
Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’

John 4

Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them. By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive

John 7
And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.

Revelation 21

I heard the voice of Jesus say, "Behold, I freely give

The living water; thirsty one, stoop down, and drink, and live."

I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life giving stream

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in Him.
Horatius Bonar

STEPWISE – Could This Be Your Next Step?
As Christians, we never stop learning. Every stage of our faith journey brings new questions, new experiences and new opportunities to discover more about God and about ourselves. 
Whether we have been following Jesus for a few months or for many decades, discipleship is a lifelong adventure.
At our July Church Meeting we agreed to begin a Stepwise group this Autumn, giving members of our congregation (and members of the other churches in the North Warwickshire Pastorate) the opportunity to explore our faith together in a supportive and welcoming environment.
Stepwise is the United Reformed Church's discipleship development programme.
It has been designed to help ordinary Christians grow in faith, reflect on God's presence in everyday life and become more confident in living as disciples of Jesus. 
Stepwise is for anyone who wants to deepen their relationship with Christ and explore what it means to follow him more closely. It follows on as part of our journey with Leading Your Church Into Growth to help us grow in faith.
One of the things that makes Stepwise distinctive is that it begins with everyday experience. Rather than simply studying a series of Bible passages or theological topics, participants are encouraged to reflect on where they have encountered God during the week, how their faith connects with daily life, and how God might be calling them to respond. 
Scripture, prayer and Christian tradition all play an important part, helping us to see our own experiences through the lens of God's story.
Learning takes place in several different ways. Participants use the URC's online Learning Hub to work through material at their own pace, meet regularly in a small group to discuss and learn together, and are supported by a mentor who accompanies them on their journey.
It is not about passing exams or getting everything "right"; it is about listening, learning, growing and encouraging one another as disciples.
We will begin with the first Stepwise stream, Faith-filled Life, which provides an excellent introduction to the programme over 8 sessions. 
Each session should last between an hour and a half and two hours. Together we will explore what it means to follow Jesus today, how our faith shapes our daily lives, and how God equips each of us with gifts to share in God's mission.
Everyone's journey is different, and Stepwise recognises that discipleship is not a race but a lifelong process of growth. Subsequent streams cover areas like worship, sharing faith and engaging with our community.

We are planning to launch our Stepwise group during September or October. The idea is that we will meet online using Zoom, but there will also be the possibility of meeting up in homes to share the connection. We will create a space where we can learn together, ask questions, pray, encourage one another and grow in confidence as followers of Christ.
If you have ever wondered, "How can I deepen my faith?", "What is God calling me to do?" or simply "What's my next step?", then Stepwise may be just what you are looking for.
Please speak to Diana, Jenny or Allan if you would like to know more or are interested in joining the group. There is no expectation that you already know all the answers—only a willingness to take the next step with others who are on the journey too. 
We hope you will consider being part of this exciting new opportunity as together we continue to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ.
SUNDAY SERVICES AUGUST 2026 10. 45 am.
Sun  2

 Morning Worship with Holy Communion
Led by Rev David Butterworth 
Sun  9

Morning Worship 
Led by Ruth Gillett
Sun 16

Morning Worship 
Led by Rev Daniel Cheyne 
Sun 23

Morning Worship
Led by Tom Baird
Sun 30

Morning Worship
Led by Richard Gillett
SUNDAY SERVICES SEPTEMBER 2026 10.45 am.
Sun  6

Morning Worship with Holy Communion 




Led by Rev Dr Allan Smith
Sun 13

Morning Worship 
Led by Tom Baird
Sun 20 
Morning Worship 
Harvest Celebration






Led by Pam Deacon
Sun 27

Morning Worship 
Led by Ruth Gillett
THIRD SUNDAY AT THREE

As attendance has been disappointing services are discontinued until further notice.  We will explore alternatives in the future.
REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS
AUGUST 2026
August 2,  Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 32:22–31 Psalm 17:1–7, 15 Romans 9:1–5 Matthew 14:13–21 
August  9,  Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 37:1–4, 12–28; Psalm 105:1–6, 16–22, 45b;

Romans 10:5–15; Matthew 14:22–33
August 16,  Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 45:1–15 Psalm 133; Romans 11:1–2a, 29–32 

Matthew 15: (10–20) 21–28
August 23, Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Exodus 1:8–2:10 Psalm 124; Romans 12:1–8 

Matthew 16:13–20
August 30, Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 15:15-21; Exodus 3:1–15; Psalm 105:1–6, 23–26, 45c Romans 12:9–21; Matthew 16:21–28
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REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS
SEPTEMBER 2026
September  6,  Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 12:1–14; Ezekiel 33: 7 -11; Psalm 149 or Psalm 148;
Romans 13:8–14; Matthew 18:15–2: 

September 13, Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Exodus 14:19–31; Psalm 103: (1-7)8 -13; Romans 14:1–12; 

Matthew 18:21–35

September 20, Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 16:2–5; Psalm 105:1–6, 37–45; Jonah 3: 10 – 4:11

Philippians 1:21–30; Matthew 20:1–16

September 27, Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Exodus 17:1–7; Psalm 78:1–4, 12–16; Philippians 2:1–13; 

Matthew 21:23–32

October 4, Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity

Exodus 20:1–4, 7–9, 12–20; Psalm 19; Philippians 3:4b-14; 

Matthew 21:33–46
[image: image4.jpg]



Bible Study and discussion for the Pastorate

At Bedworth Old Meeting Church
Wednesday September 23rd
2.00 pm
Led by Colin Offor

ALL WELCOME

to receive the session handout please send your email address to Diana (urc.newsletter@outlook.com)

FAITHFUL FRIDAYS
We meet on the First Friday of each month at 12.00 mid-day for a short act of worship/meditation led by members of the Worship Group

August 7th, 2026

September 4th, 2026

All are welcome.

SATURDAY MORNINGS
The Church is open on Saturday Mornings between 10 am and 12 noon to welcome visitors for prayer, quiet reflection or just to look around, to enjoy a free cup of coffee and to listen to Ruth playing the organ.

Please contact Margaret Marshall if you are able to help to welcome visitors
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MINISTRY OF PRAYER

Prayer Circle 

Each week in our Prayer Circle members of our fellowship are named in the Prayers of Intercession during Morning Worship and remembered in all our prayers during the following week.
Please remember in your prayers week beginning 
August 2026
 2nd
Janice and Peter Gordon
 9th
Laraine Haddon
16th 
Robert and Fiona Kinghorn
23rd
Pat Lane
30th
Margaret and David Marshall
September 2026
 6th
Emma Miller and Riley
13th
Janet Newborough
20th 
Colin Offor
27th
Jenny Oliver
And all who are unwell or receiving medical care at this time. 
Prayer Book


There is a prayer book in the sanctuary for requests to be included in the prayers of intercession. Please ensure that those included are happy to be named in communal prayer.
Prayer Chain

We have a list of people who are willing to pray in complete confidence in their own home when contacted by telephone for those in special or urgent need.
Prayer For Growth
God of Mission,


Who alone brings growth to your Church, 

Send your Holy Spirit to give 

Vision to our planning, Wisdom to our actions, 

Joy to our worship and Power to our witness.

Help our church to grow in numbers,

In spiritual commitment to you,

And in service to our local community, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen
7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow
8 The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own labour.
9 For we are co-workers in God’s service;
1 Corinthians Chapter 3
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MINISTRY OF FLOWERS
The flowers arranged week by week in the sanctuary enhance the beauty of our Church and contribute to the atmosphere for worship.
Flowers are provided by members and friends often in memory of a family member or to mark a special anniversary.

After the morning service the flowers are given as a token of the love and prayers of our church family.  Recipients include those named in our weekly Prayer Circle and those both within our church and in the wider community known to us to have a special need for prayerful concern or to share in a special joy.
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Laraine Haddon





 9 
Church





16
Wendy Cambridge





23
Margaret Marshall





30
Fiona Kinghorn
September





 6
Jenny Oliver





13 
Margaret Williams





20
Colin Offor





27
Jean Cheyne
WORD SEARCH
Find all the words of the 23rd Psalm printed below.
 Taken from the New International Version.

Please note that all words are listed so there are several duplicates.  

All should be found.
The Lord is my shepherd I shall not be in want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. 
He guides me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff,
they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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The meaning of some numbers in the Bible

The number 666 is arguably the most (in)famous number in the Bible. And while many of us know it's the number of the Antichrist, there are many other numbers in the Bible that deserve our attention. Indeed, biblical numerology is a fascinating subject with a wide range of interpretations and meanings.
Number 3

Number three symbolizes strength, stability, and completeness. The number is associated with the three Patriarchs of Judaism and the three pilgrimage festivals. It’s also associated with the Holy Trinity (the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit) and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Number 5

This is the number of grace and God’s teachings. The Tabernacle contained five curtains, five pillars, etc. The Book of Psalms has five sections, there are five books of God’s Laws (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy).
Number 6

This number is used to symbolize humanity, which was created on the sixth day. Labour was done for six days a week, and Hebrew slaves served six years. The number also symbolizes all that is weak about the human condition, including its sinful nature.
Number 7

Number seven symbolizes spiritual perfection and completeness. The number appears 735 times in the Bible. God created the universe in seven days. There are seven days in a week, God's Sabbath occurs on the seventh day, there are seven churches, seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, etc.

Number 8

This number symbolizes rebirth and new beginnings. God saved eight people from the flood, and Jesus Christ appeared eight times after he resurrected.
Number 9

Number nine symbolizes finality. Jesus died at the ninth hour of the day. There are also nine fruits of the Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

[image: image7.jpg]



The Armour of God
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Be strong in the Lord, in the strength of his might,

The good Lord protects and will arm for the fight,

He's given us an armour so strong and so true

It's there for the taking by me and by you.

With the belt of truth fastened tight round our waist

We cannot tell a lie, not even in haste,

And all those around us can trust in our God

And may come to follow where he has trod.

A breastplate of righteousness, what does it mean - 

It works like a conscience to keep our slate clean.

A pure heart will not be tempted to sin

And that's what we get when we let our God in.
With the gospel of peace as the shoes for our feet

We can be assured of forgiveness complete.

Because we have faith in a God who forgives

We can work in the world with freedom to live.

For the shield of faith will keep us from falling

While we work for God, obeying his calling,

And defend ourselves ‘gainst the devil’s temptations

And be ready to fight for the good of all nations.

A forgiving God gives a helmet of salvation,

If we are repentant and give him oblation.

Without it our sins would fair weigh us down

But the blessings of God forever abound.

With the sword of the spirit we're ready to fight

For the good of the world all must see the light,

The Good News of Christ must reach the whole world

And we must be ready to help spread the word.

With all of the armour that God gives to us
We really should do more, and not just enough.

The news of Gods glory and grace must be seen

It’s now up to us to make his love seen.

Based on Ephesians chapter 6.  

Could we with ink the ocean fill

and were the skies of parchment made,

were ev’ry stalk on earth a quill

and ev’ry man a scribe by trade,

to write the love of God above

could drain the ocean dry;

nor could the scroll contain the whole,

tho' stretched from sky to sky.

O love of God, how rich and pure!

How measureless and strong!

It shall forevermore endure—

The saints’ and angels’ song.

This is a verse from hymn written in 1917 by F.M. Lehman, to inspire people to reflect on the sheer magnitude of God’s love for us

There is an unverified story that the hymn writer discovered the words of this verse scratched on the wall of an asylum cell after the death of the occupant. He added it to two other verses in the hymn The Love of God, is greater far than tongue or pen can ever tell.

In fact, the lines are connected to an eleventh-century Jewish poem, written to be sung during the Festival of Weeks before the reading of the Ten Commandments:

At God’s command is infinite power,

Which words cannot define

Were all the skies parchment,

And all the reeds’ pens, and all the oceans ink,

And all who dwell on earth scribes,

God’s grandeur could not be told. 

And so, we know and rely on the love God has for us.

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.
1 John 4:16
SONGS OF PRAISE

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



North Warwickshire Pastorate
Songs of Praise 

 Sunday 6th September 2026 at 3 pm 

Nuneaton United Reformed Church.  
We would love everybody to come. 

Hope to see you there.
Send your suggestions for hymns to Ruth Gillett
email: pollyannabutterfly17@yahoo.com.

FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY
14 members attended our church meeting on July 22nd, 2026

Presiding at the Sacraments

Following the uplifting Baptism conducted by Ruth, it was agreed to request that Ruth be authorised by the Synod to preside at both sacraments (Margaret Marshall is also authorised to preside for a three-year period).

Third Sunday at Three  

As attendance has been disappointing it was agreed to discontinue services until further notice.

Finance
We are grateful to the Synod for the award of a Buildings Grant of 50% of the estimated cost of the current roof repairs and for a Compliance Grant for mandatory work in 2024 and 2025. (Electrical survey, PAT testing etc)

Legacy

We have received a generous legacy from the estate of the late John Burns who for many years looked after our organ.  
Repairs and renovation

Roofing work is in progress.

Timbers over Bracher have rotted and required replacement. This has allowed incorporation of insulation material although costs will increase

Talking Newspaper have requested ground floor accommodation as disabled members find the stairs a challenge. We have agreed to let Lounge space for weekly recording

Next Church Meeting September 16th 7.30 pm
Welcome Sunday
On Sunday July 26th we invited friends old and new to a special welcome service to recognise and celebrate the various community groups regularly using our building.  
We asked groups to share information and items relating to their activities for display in church.

We had a very uplifting service, and all the groups were named during the service and remembered in prayer.  Coffee and cakes were enjoyed after the service. 
Thanks to Jenny for organising the displays, Janice for the banner and to all who contributed to the event.
ROAD CLOSURES
NUNEATON CARNIVAL AUGUST 16th 2026

No access to Church Car Park from 6.00pm on Saturday 15th
On Sunday 16th we will be allowed access through the barriers prior to the service and are asked to leave immediately after the service
No Coffee after the Service on that day
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Sunday September 20th
For the harvest of bygone ages,

In the hope of the coming days,

Go into His gates with thankfulness,

And into His courts with praise
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HARVEST APPEAL 

At Harvest time we give thanks for the abundance we enjoy and remember those in need. Our appeal this year will again be for the Nuneaton Food bank

Please bring items to church on or before Sunday September 20th 
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Harvest Reflection for Age UK 
and Lumen Academy
Monday September 21st 11.00 am

Please join us as we welcome visitors from Age UK Dementia groups and pupils from the Lumen Academy for a short service with familiar hymns.
NEWS OF MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
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We express our sincere sympathy to Emma, Riley and family on the death of Riley’s father
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Belated Congratulations to June and Dick Arnold who celebrate their Diamond Wedding Anniversary on June 18th.
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To Pat Lane who celebrates a special birthday on August 6th 

85th Birthday Invitation
For Coffee and Cake

FRIDAY 14TH AUGUST 2026

From 11.00 am

209, Hinckley Road  CV11 6LL
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OFFERTORY
All friends attending worship are encouraged to contribute to the church financially according to their means.
We give as an expression of gratitude to God for our many blessings

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:7

Worshippers are invited to place their offertory (cash or cheque) in the envelope provided with the Sunday Post for collection and dedication during the service.
(Please make cheques payable to Nuneaton United Reformed Church)
Lord God, whatever we feel called to offer

our time, our talents, our treasure we bring it to you.
We thank you for the gifts you give us and ask your blessing on our offerings and ask for you guidance as we discern how best these resources can be used to support your Church
Offertory




May 2026

£753.48



June 2026

£869.38



July 2026

£818.19
Thank you once again to all who regularly send in their offertory by cheque or BACs

For BACs transfers our bank details are:

Bank name 

Virgin money

Account Name 
Nuneaton United Reformed Church

Sort Code 

05-06-43
Account Number
41771804
Thank you
We extend a warm welcome to all.
Sunday Morning Worship 10.45 am.
Holy Communion is usually celebrated on the first Sunday each month.
The Church is open for Prayer, Quiet Reflection or just to look around Saturday Mornings between 10 am and 12 noon.
Baptisms and Marriages by arrangement – contact Church Secretary

CONTACTS

PASTORATE WEBSITE  
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https://www.nwpastorate.org.uk/nuneaton-urc/about-us/
CHURCH

2, Chapel Street, Nuneaton CV11 5QH 
02476 375010   (ansaphone)
MINISTER 

Rev Dr Allan Smith



11, Fleece Lane Nuneaton CV11 6BS

02477 921338

allan.smith@urcnorthwarwickshire.org.uk
CHURCH SECRETARY 

Mrs D M Collett 
209, Hinckley Road Nuneaton CV 11 6LL

02476 346175 
urc.newsletter@outlook.com

CHURCH FINANCES

Contact Church Secretary

FACILITIES
Mrs J Oliver

02476 387065

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Mrs J Oliver

02476 387065

ROOM HIRE

Contact
Mrs J Oliver
02476 38706
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